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and provisions. They were led through dense
forest, partly along the banks of the Chucunaque
Kiver, then up the cordillera until they reached
the summit, when the vast expanse of the Pacific
Ocean burst upon their astonished view. They
descended the slopes and reached the shores of
the Gulf of San Miguel. Then Vasco Nunez de
Balboa plunged into the sea, waving the banner
of Castille above his head. He had discovered
the Pacific Ocean, the greatest discovery, and the
greatest achievement, at least in its consequences,
that was made and done in that age of der-
ring do. For it was due as much to his humane
policy as to his courage and resolution; as much
to his statesmanship as to his skill as a leader
of men.

From that time the mind of Vasco Nunez
was set upon the building of ships to explore the
ocean he had discovered, a work of extreme diffi-
culty. He returned to his colony at Santa Maria
la Antigua, which consisted of 450 souls, and
continued to work with inexhaustible energy.
He had fortified the place with double paUisades
of strong wood, with clay between, and surrounded
them with a deep ditch.

Pedrarias arrived at Santa Maria la Antigua